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Karnataka’s new Speaker i a

0 ° | £
six-time Yeteran of Assembly

THE BJP MLA from Sirsi, Vish-
weshwar Hegde Kageri, was
elected unopposed on Wednesday
asthe new Speaker of the Karna-
taka Assembly. The 58-year-old
politician takeg up the post sfter
the previous Speaker Ramesh
Kumar resigned on Monday,
Kageri stayted his career in
the RSS and the and got his first
big break in 1954 when he was
Just 33-years-oid. He contested
on aBJP ticket from Ankola and
with the blessings of stalwarts
likeBS Yediyurappa and H N
Ananth Kumar, he won, Kageri
also managed tha feat of win-
ning Ankoia twe more times,
even though the constituency
had never returned a sitting
candidate to the Assembly.
When Sirsi's reservation sta-
tus was removed, Kagerishifted
from the coast to Sirsi, two
hours away ang won the last
three elections in a row, Kageri
counts Jagadish Shettar as 2
good friend as they entered the
state assembly together in 1994,
While Shettar went on to be-
come the Speaker, a Minister
. and a Chief Minister between
WDOB and 2013, Kageriin contrast
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Newly-elected Karnataka Assembl

y spearer Vishweshwar Hegde Kageriat the

assembly session at Vidhana Soudha inBengalury on Viednesday jvinoe kumag

Wwas given the post of Education
Minister during the period. )

He also.counts BJP MI,A Go-
vind Karjolasa close friend and
isrespected in the opposition as
well. Congress leader Krishna
Byre Gowda, fondly recalled g
trip he took with Kageri when a
group of legislators visited Chj.
nafora 10-day-trip.

On Wednesday, after hiselec-
tion, Kageri prasided over the
last day of this session and
called for everyone to uphold
the honour and dignity of the
house. Kageri said, “I was a
first time MLA when Ramesh

Kurnar was speaker in 1954 and
after he resigned, for political
reasons, I have taken over as
Speaker now;,” Kageri said.
However, his past with the
Rashtriva Swayamsevak Sangh
(RS3) and the Akhila Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
tame up for discussion asg
RameshKumar ina Pieceof ad-
vice to Kageri said that he
should keep himself close to the
Indian Constitution as the
‘Manuvad’, a text on the caste
system, written by Manu, was
opposed to the many fundamens
tal features of the Constitution,
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